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JUDI SHEPPARD MISSETT RECEIVES PRESIDENT’S AWARD 

FROM WOMEN PRESIDENTS’ ORGANIZATION

     CARLSBAD, CA (May 4, 2010) - Judi Sheppard Missett, founder and CEO of Jazzercise, Inc., was recently presented with the 2010 President’s Award by Women Presidents’ Organization (WPO) President and Founder, Marsha Firestone.  Missett received her award April 23 at the WPO’s 13th Annual Conference at the Westin Beach Resort in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The President’s Award recognizes a member of the WPO who has gone over and above in support of the organization and women entrepreneurs. 
      “I am honored to have been recognized by Marsha Firestone and the WPO with this special award,” said Missett, who prides herself in helping women around the world become successful entrepreneurs through owning their own Jazzercise franchises. “The WPO is such a valuable organization, as it unites women entrepreneurs from around the world for the collective good and the resulting synergy is incredible.”
     The WPO’s mission is to improve business conditions for female entrepreneurs and promote the acceptance and advancement of women entrepreneurs in all industries.  Missett is a member of the Platinum Group, which is reserved for CEOs whose companies earn annual revenues of $10 million or more.
     “We are honored to have Judi Sheppard Missett on our Board of Directors and as a WPO member,” said Firestone.  “Her commitment and support is not only crucial to the organization but also to the future success of women business owners.”
     Jazzercise, the world’s leading dance fitness program, posted its most successful year in the company’s 40-year history, with system wide sales topping $94 million for the past fiscal year.  The increase marked the eighth consecutive year Jazzercise has posted system wide sales growth.  Additionally, Jazzercise soared into the top 20 on Entrepreneur Magazine’s prestigious Franchise 500 list for 2010. Jazzercise climbed 24 spots from last year, one of the biggest jumps of any company in last year’s top 50.  

     Missett's WPO award tops a solid lineup of awards recognizing business excellence, community contributions, dedication to fitness, and achievements. Other honors include being among the inaugural recipients of the Lifetime Achievement Award presented by the President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports; WPO’s Mary Lehman MacLachlan Award for Economic Empowerment; induction into the Enterprising Women Hall of Fame; Club Industry Fitness Business Pro’s “Lifetime Achievement Award;” San Diego Business Journal’s “Women Who Mean Business Award;” IDEA Health & Fitness Association’s “Lifetime Achievement Award;” and induction into the National Association of Sport and Physical Education Hall of Fame.

About Jazzercise

    Judi Sheppard Missett, who turned her love of jazz dance into a worldwide dance exercise phenomenon, founded the Jazzercise dance fitness program in 1969.  She has advanced the business opportunities of women and men in the fitness industry by growing her program into an international franchise business that today, hosts a network of 7,800 instructors teaching more than 32,000 classes weekly in all 50 states and 32 countries. The workout program, which offers a fusion of jazz dance, resistance training, Pilates, yoga, and cardio box movements, has positively affected millions of people worldwide. Benefits include increased cardiovascular endurance, strength, and flexibility, as well as an overall "feel good" factor.   For more information, go to www.jazzercise.com or call (800)FIT-IS-IT.
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